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1. Context

Like many countries, Morocco is witnessing a fast outspread of digitalization in various societal
domains. In the context of academic research, however, the integration of EdTech and TechEd
(Educational Technologies and Technological Education such as digital tools and Al applications) as
both tools for research and themes of academic investigations has been noticeably under-represented,
particularly in the fields of Social and Human Sciences. This shortage results is a significant gap in both
the quality of knowledge production and the modalities of producing it as well as in the student-
researchers’ digital skills. True enough, while the infusion of EdTech & TechEd into the academic realm
promises a profound paradigm shift, offering unprecedented transformative possibilities, it raises
various ethical controversies pertinent to research integrity, plagiarism, and the potential ramifications
for students' self-reliance and critical-thinking skills. At one level, ethical decision-making necessitates
a meticulous equilibrium between harnessing digitalization - in all its forms- for efficiency and ensuring
that academic accomplishments genuinely reflect intellectual endeavors. Institutions and researchers
alike, therefore, have to fine-tune a balance between harnessing the transformative potential of Al and
upholding the core principles and values that underpin scholarly pursuits in the academic domain. This
extends to preparing student-researchers to address ethical challenges inherent in Al technologies,
promoting responsible, and transparent use that aligns with academic values.

At another level, the majority of doctoral research projects investigated in the humanities and social
sciences in Moroccan universities overlook integrating themes related to EdTech and TechED into their
research projects which explains the limited advancements in pedagogical approaches within the
humanities and social sciences. Moreover, it leads to a gap between research outcomes and the evolving
needs of modern education, affects the competitiveness of Moroccan doctoral researchers, impacts their
preparedness for entering the workforce, and may not provide insights into leveraging technology for
addressing inefficiencies in educational systems. To state just a few examples, there are hardly research
undertakings that encompass digital humanities, where the application of digital tools enhances archival
research and linguistic studies, social data analysis applied in sociology and anthropology, Al for
cultural heritage preservation in archaeology, anthropology, and cultural studies, research on the ethical
and societal impacts of Al in philosophy, ethics, and sociology, and the application of Al in language
processing and semiotic analysis, offering advanced research opportunities in linguistics, literature, and
communication studies.

To address the scarcity of digitalization and Al research in Moroccan social and Human sciences
universities are encouraged to enhance their curriculum by introducing courses that specifically focus
on these themes, ensuring that both students and researchers develop essential skills. Facilitating
interdisciplinary collaborations among computer science, engineering, and social and Human sciences
departments is essential to foster cross-disciplinary pollination of ideas and methodologies.
Additionally, establishing training programs and workshops for researchers to acquire proficiency in
digital tools, data analysis, and Al methodologies is crucial for building a competent research
community. Allocating specific research grants and funding opportunities dedicated to projects
exploring the integration of digitalization and Al in social and Human sciences further supports the
initiative.

The Moroccan institute for Advanced Studies, accordingly, organizes, in collaboration with the Faculty
of Science of Education (FSE), the Second International Spring School for doctoral students around the
theme of "Integrating Digitalization and Artificial Intelligence in Social and Human Sciences Research”
as a response to this critical need within the Moroccan doctoral researchers’ community. The event will
take place on 23" and 24" May 2024, at the Faculty of Sciences of Education in Rabat. The rationale
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behind embarking on this theme stems from the recognition of the transformative potential of
digitalization and Al in reshaping research methodologies, analytical frameworks, and scholarly
outputs, particularly within the realms of social and Human Sciences at Moroccan Universities. By
addressing the scarcity of research in this domain, the school aims to empower doctoral students, raise
their awareness and competencies in a technologically driven world, and foster a new generation of
researchers equipped with the skills to harness the power of digital tools responsibly. Moreover, the
theme aligns with the broader national agenda of advancing research capabilities and encouraging
innovative approaches to address societal challenges, in the Moroccan context, where the field of
migration, cultural heritage preservation, and linguistic studies, international relations, economics,
among all other disciplines are of paramount importance. Therefore, integrating digitalization and Al
becomes imperative for a more comprehensive understanding and effective solutions.

I1. Suggested Thematic Sessions of the Study Day

- Case studies showcasing Al applications in specific academic domains.

- Exploration of Al's impact on different research areas.

- Introduction to Al and Machine Learning: Basic concepts, terminology, and principles of
artificial intelligence and machine learning.

- Exploring how Al can contribute to the analysis of cultural phenomena: Case studies on the
intersection of Al and cultural studies.

- Incorporating Al tools in qualitative research methodologies: Benefits and challenges of using
Al in qualitative analysis.

- How Al aids in analyzing and extracting insights from literary texts

- Foster discussions on maintaining a balance between leveraging Al tools and promoting
student-researcher’s self-reliance.

- Enhance Social and Human Sciences doctoral students’ digital awareness and skills in
integrating EdTech and TechEd into their research undertakings

- Explore the ethical considerations and controversies surrounding Al integration in social and
human sciences research.

- Examine the impact of Al on academic integrity, including plagiarism detection and prevention.

- Provide practical insights and strategies for the student researchers to address ethical concerns
in Al-driven academia.

- Foster interdisciplinary collaboration and networking among student researchers who are
interested in responsible Al applications within the human and social sciences.

- Interactive Workshops for Social Sciences: Hands-on workshops allowing students to interact
with basic Al tools.

II1. Objectives of the Study Day

To explore methodologies that empower doctorate students while utilizing Al as a complementary tool
in the research process.

- To enhance doctoral students' digital awareness and skills by delving into the integration of
Educational Technology (EdTech) and Technology in Education (TechEd) into their research
undertakings within the social and Human sciences. Sessions will focus on practical applications,
tools, and strategies to maximize the benefits of technology in academic research.

- To explore the ethical implications of Al-driven methodologies, data collection, and decision-
making processes & emphasize the responsible use of Al technologies in academic research.

- To discuss the challenges and opportunities presented by Al tools in upholding academic honesty
and explore strategies to address potential ethical concerns related to plagiarism detection.
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- To explore real-world scenarios, ethical dilemmas, and decision-making frameworks to equip
participants with the tools to address the ethical complexities associated with Al integration.

- To encourage cross-disciplinary discussions, identify common challenges, and explore
collaborative research opportunities at the intersection of technology and the human and social
sciences of humanistic inquiry.

Date: 23 & 24 May 2024

Language of the School:
English & French

Contacts:
a.badre@umb5r.ma
yamina.elkirat@um5.ac.ma
doctoralschoolshs@umb5.ac.ma

Organizing Committee:
- Dr. Yamina EL-KIRAT EL ALLAME
- Dr. Abdeslam BADRE
- Dr. Khalid BERRADA
- Dr. Mohammed BOUCHEKOURTE
- Dr. Majdouline ENAHIBI
- Dr. Zoulikha MEHDAOUI
- Mme Mouna ALANDALOUSSI
- Mme Rania LOUGMIRI

Llst of Speakers:
Dr. Hind LAMHARHAR, INSEA, Morocco
- Dr. Daniel BURGOS. Universidad Internacional de La Rioja, Spain
- Dr. Driss BENNIS, Mohammed V University in Rabat. Morocco
- Dr. Wibool PIYAWATTANAMETHA. King Mongkut’s Insitute of Technology. Thailand
- Dr. Ahmed TLILI. Bejing Normal University, China
- Dr. Kaoutar EL MENZHI, Mohammed V University in Rabat. Morocco
- M. Nabil EL MAHYAOUI. Expert at PRATICOURS
- M. Alaa Eddine KHALDI, Fullbright Morocco
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